
The drive from Oxford to Taylor is a bit busier 

now than it has been in years past. Condos have 

sprouted up seemingly overnight, and there is a shiny 

new gas station and a liquor store on the way. When 

you reach the end of the six-mile-long winding road, 

you have reached the village of Taylor.
It isn’t quite big enough to be a full-fledged city yet, but from the 

amount of activity taking place, Taylor seems like a thriving metropolis. 
Visitors can hang out on the time-worn porch at Taylor Grocery waiting to 
eat fried catfish, telling stories with friends, or they can drive down the road 
to the Plein Air neighborhood, a new mixed-use development with homes 
and storefronts.

Plein Air is sketched to become an old-fashioned, traditional 
neighborhood where it is easy to walk to dinner or a concert. Homes are in 
the $189,000 to $299,000 range.

Southern Living magazine chose Taylor as the location of the 2008 Idea 
House, which pleases developer Campbell McCool. He expects it will bring 
in tens of thousands of people during June 28-Oct. 25.

“Based on their history, the Southern Living folks have told us to expect 
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they built in what used to be a simple 
field behind Taylor Arts. Open the 
wide wooden door and you feel like 
you’ve stepped back in time to a sepia-
toned era, something you and your 
grandmother can enjoy together. It’s a 
place where musicians sit on hay bales, 
and little kids and old folks alike dance 
happily.

A show is staged on the first 
Saturday of every month. For those 
looking for an alternative to the Oxford 
Square scene, this is a different way to 

enjoy music. For one thing, no other venue has a 1960 
Ford flatbed truck in the front of the room.

At a recent show, the near-capacity space was 
occupied by parents with kids, Ole Miss students and 
professionals of a wide variety of ages all sharing seats 
on Deloach’s handmade wooden benches. “I suggest 
you stand up before you scoot over along the benches 
or else you might get splinters,” he admonished.

Big Truck showcases little-known musical acts, but 
storytellers and skit-makers are welcome too.

“It’s young and old. It’s people that got married 
so they sold their guitar—it’s the ‘shoulda-beens.’ It’s 
people who usually just play music on their front porch 
or with a family band.” Deloach said.

Besides the monthly concerts, Big Truck is also 
available to rent out for parties.

Unique venues like Taylor Arts and Big Truck have 
led many, including McCool, to believe Taylor’s future 
is incredibly bright. “Taylor is going to grow, along with 

the rest of Lafayette County. The mayor and board of aldermen are ahead 
of the curve in terms of planning. Instead of playing catch-up like other 
towns have been forced to do, they are taking the measures now to ensure 
the right kind of growth. Taylor has always been, and will continue to be, a 
wonderful place to live,” McCool said.

Hamilton says he is sometimes amazed by people who don’t know 
Taylor exists and have never been there. 

“We’ve been a viable community for 100 years or better. We’ve been 
here for a long time. The future is growth, and we’re in the fastest growing 
county in the state, so there’s no way not to grow. We’re not as affected by 
the economy as people are nationally,” Hamilton said.

“Taylor is a lot more than art and catfish.”
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